CHAPTER VIII

WRITING THE  ESSAYS

IN the interval between 1571, the date of Mon-
taigne's withdrawal to " the bosom of the Muses",
and 1580, the date of publication, the first two
books of the Essays were written. They were the
leisurely accumulation or growth of nine years,
embodying the wisdom of mature manhood. It
is probable that they had their origin in the
writer's custom of annotating certain books which
he had read with special attention, of annotating
them and adding at the close a brief estimate of
the work or of the merits and defects of the
author. The satisfaction which he felt in seeing
his own thought fixed in written words, so pre-
served from the fluctuations of his feelings and
from the treachery of his memory, led him on
to make essays of his judgment, essays of his
" natural facuities' \ on other topics which came
before him from time to time. At first Mon-
taigne may have had no design of publication in
view; the jottings from books and the records of
his own ideas may have been regarded only as
private memoranda; but a writer of genius, who
can express himself on hardly any subject withoutown soul. We so often run after
